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NSF feedback on the EC communication on the European Climate Law amendment (2040 

target) 

 

The Nordic Family Forestry Alliance (NSF) is the network of the family forest owner 

organizations of Sweden, Finland, Norway and Denmark. Its members, the Danish Forest 

Association, the Federation of Family Forest Owners and Farmers of Sweden (LRF), the 

Central Union of Agricultural Producers and Forest Owners in Finland (MTK) and Norwegian 

Forest Owners' Federation had been cooperating since 1946 and have been active in 

Brussels-based EU policy discussions since the EU accession of Sweden and Finland.  

NSF takes note of the Commission’s proposal to reduce the Union’s net greenhouse gas 

emissions by 90 % compared to 1990 levels by 2040. Nordic forest owners strongly support 

the decarbonization of the European economy, aligning two major ambitions: the urgent 

reduction of our Union’s dependency on fossil fuels and fossil-based materials, as well as the 

creation of an enabling EU policy framework to support the European bioeconomy for a 

sustainable economic transition and enhancing the EU’s strategic autonomy amid the 

current geopolitical situation. 

In the EU climate policy architecture, the LULUCF Regulation (Land Use, Land Use Change 

and Forestry) plays the central role with direct implication for forestry and forest owners, 

who manage the most significant part among the LULUCF sectors. ‘Forest land’ under the 

LULUCF Regulation has been and is still regarded as the main pillar of the land-based carbon 

sink in Europe, which is expected to deliver on the Union-wide net climate target.  

Policies that incentivize reduced harvesting risk leading to unintended negative 

consequences for long-term carbon sequestration, forest resilience, and the supply of 

European sourced timber for material substitution—one of the most effective climate 

change mitigation strategies. Any future policy instrument dedicated to delivering on the EU 

2040 Climate Target should avoid such approach, with special regard to the future LULUCF 

Regulation. Instead of legally binding climate targets with potential derived penalty regimes, 

the trajectory of future climate change mitigation policy instruments should be marked by 

indicative targets. 

Thanks to the long-term sustainable forest management, European forests had been indeed 

acting as potent carbon sink over the past decades, and a robust carbon stock has been built 

up, however the carbon sink function has been changing over the course of past years. 

Climate extremes (droughts, pest-induced diseases) and changes in the forest cycle all affect 

the dynamic of the forest carbon sink.  



 
 
The constantly stable and an indefinitely increasing sink is an unrealistic goal and linking the 

fulfilment of the EU 2040 climate target to this approach will not deliver sufficient results. 

Maintaining or even enhancing the forest carbon sink for achieving the interim climate 

target by 2040 needs strong reconsideration. Besides an important role of the carbon sink 

component in climate policy, the EU needs to bring the focus on a holistic approach of closer 

integrating the forest-based value chain in climate policy via the substitution effect of its 

products via biogenic carbon.  

Supporting sustainable use of forests also enables the development of wood-based 

bioeconomy that is key in substituting the fossil economy. EU climate policies should give 

adequate tools for increasing forests growth. Growth can be accelerated by committing to 

active management and choosing best management methods depending on the site and 

location of the forest.  

The active and sustainable management of Nordic forests is a key component of meaningful 

action for climate change mitigation. Instead of continuous emphasis on static sink 

increasement, efforts should be put on long-term management of forests that is key in 

keeping forests well-growing and resilient also in the changing climate. The active and 

continuous sustainable management of family-owned forests is also key to ensure 

generational renewal in family-owned forestry operations: a key stakeholder group in Nordic 

rural economies.  

NSF sees the interim climate target under the European Climate Law as an important marker 

of the EU’s ambitious transition path to a sustainable, competitive and resilient economy. 

Nordic family forest owners urge the Commission to design the upcoming EU Bioeconomy 

Strategy as an enabling policy framework to deploy the potential of forests and forestry to 

work for meaningful climate change mitigation which boosts a robust and resilient green 

economy in rural Europe. 

 


