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HORDIC FAMILY FORESTRY

Brussels, November 30" 2023

Forest Monitoring Framework for Resilient European Forests

Nordic countries have a long history of collecting forest information. For more than 100 years Nordic
countries have been collecting forest data that has strategically guided and helped optimize our forest
management at local and national level. The Alliance of Nordic Family Forestry (NSF) has reviewed the
Commission’s proposal for regulation. The goal for increasing the forests resilience can be supported
and is important. Nevertheless, the measures and tools to reach this goal by the monitoring framework
cannot be fully endorsed by Nordic Forest Owners as the use of data and full open access of it remains
cryptic. Therefore, we would like to stress the following:

1)

Clarification on the purpose and needs of the regulation. NSF believes that the current
purpose of resilience and monitoring needs around cross-border forest disturbance does not
justify such a comprehensive EU framework on forest monitoring. NSF calls for the Commission
to clarify the needs, purposes, and policy objectives of forest data, both in short and long term.
No data should be collected for “good-to-know purposes” as it is not cost-efficient. What is
the added value of this instrument? What are the specific purposes? What are the future
interpretations and uses of the data since a stepwise approach for additional data is also
foreseen? Part of the future use of the regulation, forest management plans should not be
developed on an EU level as forest management methods are to be developed part of national
forest strategies (see point 3).

Forest monitoring at forest holding-level is a no go area. NSF firmly says no to EU
monitoring at a detailed level, such as forest holding-level. The definitions on the reporting
level are conflicting and hard to understand. The data level (forest unit) is very detailed and
challenging to implement in practice. Holding-level information, or the closely related “forest
unit”-level should not be covered as the ownership of the data needs to be fully considered.
To give meaningful and cost-efficient information on trends in EU forest development, the
outcomes of the forest data collection should at the lowest be at regional level (NUTS-2).
Also, the mandate to data openness is troublesome due to privacy issues.

Consider legal basis & subsidiarity for voluntary integrated long-term plans. Forest
management practices vary a lot across the EU, NSF emphasize that integrated long-term
planning related to forest management practices should not be part of the proposal. Forest
management practices are always chosen based on the best available knowledge on a local
and regional level. Forestry is a national competence, and the subsidiarity principle must be
fully respected.

Minimize overlaps of data collection. NSF would like to see minimum overlap in reporting in
order to reduce the reporting burden, not least for forest owners. NSF claims that forest
monitoring should be based on existing reporting systems, especially national inventory
systems but also regional systems such as Forest Europe and UNECE and globally through
FAO's FRA.



5) Data quality at heart. NSF believes that field inventories are the most accurate and reliable
data source for forest monitoring. Remote sensing should be seen as a complement. NSF is
reluctant to rely too heavily on EU satellite data. Also, the Commission also does not have
the necessary tools and expertise to interpret the national data. Therefore, adequate support
from Member States must be reinforced.

6) Increased cooperation between NFls. NSF welcomes increased cooperation between
national forest inventories such as the European National Forest Inventory Network (ENFIN).
NSF can see a role for the European Commission to assist with support within the framework
of existing EU funds through, among other things, capacity building and peer learning.

7) Delegated Acts are not supported as they do not bring the needed flexibility for Member
States.

About the Nordic Family Forestry

Nordic Family Forestry (NSF) is a close cooperation between the Nordic forest owners’ national
organisations founded in 1946. NSF member organisations are Danish Forest Association (Dansk
Skovférening), Federation of Swedish Forest Owners (LRF), Central Union of Agricultural Producers
and Forest Owners in Finland (MTK) and Norwegian Forest Owners' Federation (Norsk
Skogeierforbund). Cooperatives Metsa and Sodra are also members of NSF. The presidency of NSF
rotates on an annual basis. Currently Finland and MTK holds the presidency.

NSF have a common strategy and goals for the EU advocacy and works in close collaboration with
Confederation of European Forest Owners (CEPF). NSF has an EU-policy advisor that works in
Brussels as a part of the CEPF-team, se below. NSF focal point for Forest Monitoring
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